Squamous cell carcinoma arising in a dentigerous cyst is extremely rare. Diagnosis requires microscopic evidence of the transition from benign cystic epithelium to squamous cell carcinoma.
croscopic evidence of the transition from benign cystic epithelium to squamous cell carcinoma.
We report a histopathologically documented case of squamous cell carcinoma showing malignant transformation within the wall of a dentigerous cyst. A 43-year-old woman was referred to our department for diffuse swelling of the left cheek associated with a small fistula of the buccal mucosa. Radiographic examination showed a round translucent image containing an impacted tooth in the left side of the maxilla.
Squamous cell carcinoma was confirmed by excisional biopsy, and partial maxillectomy was performed.
Histopathological examination of the resected specimens showed transition of the normal cystic epithelium to squamous cell carcinoma. The patient has been followed up for 4 years 5 months, with no evidence of recurrence. 
